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to his people that the good actions which they might per-
form during the month would help both himself and them
to gain salvation ; whereas their evil actions would be com-
mitted against his apostleship, and would on that account
be the more severely punished hereafter.

Once a year, on the approach of Ramazdn, the pre-
cincts of Paradise, and all its gardens and palaces, are
illuminated, festooned, and decorated, and a most tuneful
wind, known in Arabic by the name of Meshireh, makes
music in the trees. Now, no sooner do the houris hear
this sound than they rush out from their seclusion, and cry
aloud : " Is there any one to marry us through the desire
to perform a good deed towards the creatures of God ?"
Then, turning to Rezvan, the guardian of Paradise, " What
night is this ? " they ask ; and Rezvan answers, " O ye
fair-feced houris, this is the eve of the holy moon of
Ramazdn. The gates of Paradise have I ordered to be
opened unto the fast-keepers of the Faith of the Faithful."
Then Allah, addressing the angel who has the charge of
Hell, says to him : " O MAlik, I bid thee to close thy gates
against the fast-keepers of the faith of my Apostle." And
next, summoning the Archangel of Revelations, He gives
command, saying: " O Gabriel, go forth in the earth and
put Satan in chains, and all his followers, that the path of
my chosen people may be safe." So, on the first day of
Ramaz&n, Gabriel swoops down on the earth accompanied
by hosts of angels. He has six hundred wings, and opens
all of them except two. In his hands he bears four green
banners, emblems of the Muslim creed. These he plants
on the summit of Mount Sinai, and on the Prophet's
tomb at Medina, and in the Harem of Mecca. His
army of angels bivouacs on the plains round about the
Holy City and on the surrounding mountains. On the eve of
the day of reward, which is called Ghadre, the angels are